THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS, TO JERUSALEM, 2?9
was heard at almost every hour of the day; and,
besides getting up two hours before sunrise to
celebrate a mass, they were obliged to leave
their beds every night at half-past eleven, for
midnight prayers. Nothing was talked of but
suffering, and the difficulty of obedience, ardent
desires to return to Europe, and a wish to be sent
any where, indeed, on the out-stations, rather
than to continue at Jerusalem.
Not even in a solitary instance did I hear a-
word of resignation, or of the joy of suffering for
Christ's sake, or the love of persecution, or of
the paradise found in a life of mortification, so
often attributed to these men* Either they must
think and feel differently in different societies,
or be hypocrites in their behaviour and profes-
sions j or else those who have reported such
things of them must have drawn a picture
widely different from the truth.
For myself, I believe the friars to be, in
general, sincere, and to display that sincerity
whenever they may dare to do so* I am per-
suaded that they themselves have faith in all the
legends which they retail, and that they think
their life to be a meritorious one; but as they are
still men, they feel sensibly the privations to
which they are subject; and all, as far as I
could discover, longed to escape from them.
One  complained,-  "I came here for three
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